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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF UPTON, WYOMING 

Held on March 10, 2015 

 

 

THE REGULAR MEETING of the Town Council of Upton, Wyoming was held at 7:00 

p.m. on March 10, 2015 at the Upton Community Center located at 917 N HWY 116 in Upton, 

Wyoming.   Present for the meeting were Mayor Dustin Upton, Councilmen Mark Mitchell and 

Travis Beck.  Also present were Attorney Mark Hughes, Dylan Esquivel, Mark Lindstrom, John 

Strong, Ray Norris, Joe Creamer, Georgenna Materi, Brittany Crump, Erik Toth, Ken Rathbun, 

Scott Gerber, Mike Finn, Lori Olson, Tina Flatt, Kasie Pheak, Kelley Millar, and Rona Barker.  

Councilmen David Watt and Nathan Todd were absent.               

 

Mayor Upton opened the meeting by leading the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Councilman Mitchell made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the 

Town Council held on February 10, 2015, the minutes of the workshop meeting held on February 

23, 2015, and the workshop meeting held on March 2, 2015.   Councilman Beck seconded the 

motion, and all voted “aye”.   Motion carried.   

 

 The following bills were presented for approval and payment: Aflac $122.31; Alpha 

Communications $50.00; Arrow Service, $715.99; AT&T Mobility $389.90; BCBS $8,977.50; 

Bearlodge Engineering $455.00, $955.00,  $1325.00; B-4 Automotive, $554.30, $307.53;  Black 

Hills Chemical $25.54, $2,132.26; BHP $4,833.03; Border States Electric, $31.78; Chase 

CardServices $1,553.47; Collins Communications, $28.00; City of Newcastle $1,575.00; Deposit 

Refunds, $295.74; Dept. of Treasury $10,885.64; Dept. of Workforce Services $210.20, $729.47;  

Dustin Upton-mileage $328.90;  DXP $93.00; Energy Labs $40.00; First State Bank of Newcastle 

(transfer) $670.00; Hughes Law Office $1,014.50; Joe’s Food Center, $74.65, $195.19;   Kriz-

Davis Co $173.67; Lloyd Davis $5,415.00;  N. W. Pipe Fittings, $336.17; NCPERS $16.00; Norco 

$46.22; Pacific Steel, $224.40; Petty Cash $20.41; PRECorp $316.65; Railroad Management, 

$160.78; RT Communications $1,020.77; Servall $72.06; Source Gas $945.95; Top Office 

Products, $85.32; Upton Co-op $1,318.21, $359.52; Upton Fire Department, $53.29;  USPS 

$166.60; Walmart/Sams Club $346.96; Weston County Gazette $559.37; Weston County Sr. 

Services $3,000.00; Weston County Treasurer $194.46; WY Network $30.00; WY Retirement 

$325.00, $5,725.74;  SALARIES:  Rona Barker, $2,543.72; David Brooks, $1,553.34; Joseph 

Creamer, $2,826.31; Patrick Crow, $300.14; Michael Hobbs, $2,494.31; Lynn Hofland, 

$3,181.51;  Virginia Jenkins, $72.38; David Larson, $2,771.59;  Mark Lindstrom, $4,301.51; 

Corina McPeters, $148.17;  Kelley Millar, $2,008.42; Colleen Moneymaker, $1,080.22; Connie 

Montgomery, $409.18; William Palmer, $2,742.91; Jason Pinter, $1,340.42; Dustin Upton, 

$153.92; Robert Willis, $54.16.  The following bills will be paid when grant funds are received: 

Bearlodge Engineering, $2,075.00, $1,610.00, $1,652.35, $1,570.00.  Councilman Beck made a 

motion to approve the bills. Councilman Mitchell seconded the motion, all voted in favor.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 Mayor Upton called for a motion to take off the table Ordinance No. 1, Series 2015 entitled: 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING MOBILE HOME LOT DEVELOPMENT.  Councilman Beck 
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made the motion to take Ordinance No. 1, Series 2015 off the table.   Councilman Mitchell 

seconded the motion, and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.  Mayor Upton then called for a motion 

to not adopt Ordinance No. 1, Series 2015.  Councilman Beck seconded the motion, and all voted 

in favor.  Motion carried. 

 

 Councilman Mitchell made a motion to pass on the first reading the new Ordinance No. 1, 

Series 2015 entitled:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PORTIONS OF CHAPTER 15.20 UPTON 

MUNICIPAL CODE INDIVIDUAL MOBILE HOME LOT DEVELOPMENT.  Councilman 

Beck seconded the motion, and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.  

 

 Ray Norris brought a copy of the consulting agreement between Weston County 

Development Board and PB Enterprises, LLC of Sheridan, Wyoming for town records. This is the 

contractor hired to do the feasibility study for the proposed park project.  Mr. Norris updated the 

Council in regard to private meetings and a public meeting that will be held on March 18, 2015 in 

regard to the study.  Council Mitchell asked several questions relating to the steering committee, 

the public meeting, and the private meetings; Councilman Mitchell also questioned why Council 

had not been approached in regard to attending or holding the meetings.  Mr. Norris stated that the 

information would be forthcoming at the April Council meeting.  He also said that there would be 

another public hearing that has not yet been scheduled.  At that time, Councilman Mitchell 

requested that the public meetings be held later in the evenings, and the suggestion was taken under 

consideration. 

 

 Dylan Esquivel, standing in for John Marshall, gave an overview of a proposed community 

website encompassing the Weston County Development Board, the Chamber of Commerce, the 

Town of Upton and other interested entities in order to make Upton more appealing to people 

looking to move to the area or those just passing through.  The cost of the website would be paid 

for by the WCDB for the first year and would possibly be split out among the entities using the 

site beyond that time frame.  Mr. Esquivel noted that he was aware that the town had another 

proposal for a website and asked that the Council not move forward until the community website 

can be reviewed.  He estimated a 2-4 month time frame for launch of the website.  

  

 Kenny Rathbun from Bearlodge Engineering updated the Council on the bids received for 

the First Street Project.  Mr. Rathbun told the Council that low bidder Timberline Services had 

done well on previous town projects and asked that the Council approve the bid from Timberline 

Services at $157,420.42.  Councilman Mitchell moved to approve the bid and Councilman Beck 

seconded, motion passed. 

 

 Mr. Rathbun asked that approval for the final change order for the URIS Phase II Project 

be postponed to the April 14, 2015 meeting because not all of the information had been received 

at this time.   

 

 Georgenna Materi, with the Golf Association Board, updated the Council on recent Board 

activity including the election of officers, upcoming tournaments, and a golf cart raffle fundraiser.  

She said that the golf camp had not been scheduled at this time.  Ms. Materi also asked about the 

seasonal workers and the supervisor from the town that would be assigned to the course in regards 

to coordinating activities, etc.  
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 Scott Gerber, from the Airport Board, gave the Council a packet with grant information for 

safety upgrades to the airport.  He and Lori Olson said WYDOT had been very helpful in the grant 

application process and asked if the town would sponsor the grant in order to move forward.  

Acting as the sponsor for the grant, the town would commit to maintaining the airport for upwards 

of five years and to paying the power bill.  Councilman Mitchell made the motion to support the 

safety grant and Councilman Beck seconded.  Motion passed.  The proposed grant for safety 

equipment would be a 10% match and the Airport Board does not see an issue with raising the 

roughly $4,590 in funds.  Ms. Olson noted that any maintenance the Town of Upton did at the 

airport would count as in-kind work toward the grant and that other donated work could also count.  

She asked that the Council support a grant for a Fly-in competition to be held during Fun Days 

where a reimbursement of up to $5,000 would be awarded through the Aviation Encouragement 

grant.  Councilman Mitchell moved to support the grant, Councilman Beck seconded and the 

motion passed.   

 

 Tina Flatt approached that Council about drainage around her property on the lower portion 

of Division Street.  A plan to add culverts to the area is in place, however, Superintendent 

Lindstrom was clear that culverts may not guarantee drainage.   

 

 Mayor Upton told the Council that WAM-JPIC Board of Directors ballots must be received 

in the WAM office on or before Wednesday, April 8, 2015.  He also confirmed that the WAM 

Convention would be held in Cheyenne on June 10-13, 2015 and that brochures for the convention 

are available at the city office for those interested in attending.  Superintendent Lindstrom asked 

that anyone wishing to attend the convention please let him know as soon as possible so he can 

make room arrangements at the best prices.  An announcement regarding the Region 2 WAM 

meeting in Newcastle on April 24, 2015 was made and any Council member wanting to attend 

needs to RSVP by April 3, 2015.  

 

 Mayor Upton also filled the Council in on the recent Regional Landfill meeting in Osage 

saying that it looks like implementation of a regional landfill would be two or more years away.  

He and Superintendent Lindstrom had worked several scenarios out and the most feasible option 

would be for the town to use CW Waste and haul trash to Moorcroft.  Superintendent Lindstrom 

asked the Council for permission to proceed on ordering standardized garbage cans so that the 

town could be prepared in any situation to accommodate trash collection.  The Council gave him 

the latitude to move forward.  

 

Councilman Mitchell asked for a 5 minute recess at 8:00 p.m.  The meeting resumed at 

8:05 p.m. 

 

 Superintendent Lindstrom stated that he had applied to the DEQ for an extension on the 

Upton Landfill and was hopeful it would be granted for another year.  

 

  The Council decided to advertise for summer help (primarily at the golf course) in the 

Weston County Gazette for two weeks beginning next week.  A decision as to how many 

employees will be hired will be determined upon review of applications received and the budget. 

It was reiterated that applications must be made each year for each seasonal employee position, 

and this does not guarantee an employee will be rehired.    
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 Superintendent Lindstrom asked the Council to schedule a workshop to address and 

finalize plans for the Upton Community Center.  The workshop was scheduled for Thursday, April 

9, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.   

 

 Some issues with the new Personnel Policy are being resolved and it should be ready for 

review at the next Council meeting.   

 

Officer Creamer gave the Police Department report.  Mayor Upton asked, again, that junk, 

abandoned vehicle and weed ordinances be enforced now that weather is warming up.   

 

Fire Chief John Strong submitted his Fire Department report.  Mayor Upton asked about 

the new ambulance and Chief Strong said the new ambulance had arrived and is very similar to 

the old unit.  It is being used secondarily to the old ambulance which is set up for cardiac response 

situations.  The new ambulance has not been taken on any runs at this time.  

 

Attorney Mark Hughes advised that the at-will portions have been removed from the new 

personnel policy and reiterated that employees under the policy could only be terminated for cause.  

Mayor Upton confirmed that this is what the town wants.  Attorney Hughes also advised that the 

updated mobile home ordinance looked good.   

 

 Superintendent Lindstrom submitted his written report.  He stated the Senior Housing 

Board had advertised for bids for the remodeling project. The bids will be opened on March 27, 

2015 and a recommendation will be given at the April Council meeting.  The Senior Housing 

Board will also provide an annual financial statement at the April meeting.   

 

 In other business, Councilman Mitchell told the Council that the emergency plan was ready 

except for clarification on using the school district buses in an evacuation.  There is a liability issue 

that Dr. Stephens is checking on, and once that is cleared up the plan can be passed on to the 

Weston County Gazette for publishing.   Attorney Hughes advised that an additional endorsement 

would cover liability issues and asked Councilman Mitchell to pass that suggestion on to Dr. 

Stephens.   

 

 There being no further business before the Council, a motion was made to adjourn by 

Councilman Beck, and it was seconded by Councilman Mitchell.  All voted in favor.  Motion 

carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 

 

 


